
 
 

See www.globallearningpartners.com for more information.  

Tips for Presenting Data without PowerPoint 

For most of us, PowerPoint is still the fallback for presenting data. However, there are other ways – after 
all we made presentations long before we had PowerPoint.  

Here are three techniques to consider: 

1. Present on a wall. It can be 
dynamic and energizing to get 
everyone out of their seats to 
stand around a blank wall while 
you present data with cards, 
string, pictures and other visuals. 
As you build the data and even if it 
is up in advance, being close 
enough to move information 
around and add ideas can help 
engagement. Also, by displaying data on a wall you keep it up for the duration of the session – 
this is not true PowerPoint which is here and gone.  
 
See GLP blog “Getting some Juice from the Data Chart” for an example of this using yarn, Post-it 
notes and a soft wall. 

 
2. Use the people in the room. Feeling the data by seeing two people standing in one corner and 

the rest of the group in the opposite corner, can be powerful. Inviting the people in the room to 
move and change their position as data is read aloud, is memorable.  
 
See GLP blog “Stand on a Line and Invite some Truth-telling” for an idea to try.  

 
3. Handouts. Being able to see the data in your hands and engage with it, can be helpful for 

participants. Some people find it helpful to write notes, make connections, circle important 
figures, or highlight key information. PowerPoint presentations can be frustrating in this regard. 
As well, many participants will appreciate being able to take the information back to their desk 
or to another meeting for further consideration or discussion.  

Make it physical, and get people involved. Be courageous and consider not using PowerPoint. The low-
tech approach can be refreshing and engaging. Give it a try! 


